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Statistics 
   Private Security Persons – 8,192 
   Private Detective Agencies – 714 

There is no separate license for private security 
companies.  They must be licensed as private 
detective agencies.  However, the Department 
and its advisory committees have been 
discussing the possibility of preparing 
legislation that would require separate licenses. 
 
Private Security Advisory Committee 
The Private Security Advisory Committee has 
had one meeting since the last issue of the 
Regulatory Digest was prepared. 
 
PRIVATE SECURITY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

Members of the Committee: 
Jerry Antoon (Appleton) 
Darlyne Barlow (Madison) 
Dennis Brewer (East Troy) 
Edward Byrne (Green Bay) 
Mark Harder (Milwaukee) 
Mark Kirch,  (Milwaukee 
James Martin (Beloit) 
Oscar Mireles (Madison) 
Mark Riesinger (Milwaukee) 
Shawn Smith (Madison) 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 

Administrative Staff: 
Cletus J. Hansen 

Executive Staff: 
Marlene A. Cummings, Secretary 
June Suhling, Deputy Secretary 
Myra Shelton, Executive Assistant 

Secretary Marlene Cummings has re-appointed 
all committee members to another term, except 
those who were unable to serve any longer.  
Two members, Sheriff Tom Kocourek of 
Manitowoc County and Sgt. Richard Scanlon of 
the Madison Police Department, said that they 
would not be able to serve another term.  
Replacements will be sought as soon as 
possible. 
 
The Department regrets losing Sheriff Kocourek 
and Sgt. Scanlon as committee members.  
Sheriff Kocourek acted as an effective liaison 
between the Committee and the Wisconsin 
Sheriffs Association.  He served on several 
committees of the Department for the past 7 
years.  Sgt. Scanlon brought to the committee 
his knowledge and experience of issuing 
security guard permits for the Madison Police 
Department. 
 
The following paragraphs were taken from the 
minutes of the Private Security Advisory 
Committee: 
 
Staff reported that the Department is getting 
very close to having available at its Internet site 
(see the address on the last page) a feature 
whereby the public will be able to check 
whether certain persons hold a license or permit, 
granted by the Department. 
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Committee members received a draft of a new 
application form for private security permits.  
The form requires the applicant to chose whether 
he or she wishes to obtain a temporary permit, a 
conditional permit or a delayed regular permit.  
The primary thrust of the conditional permit is to 
enable the Department to continue to issue 
permits to applicants before having received an 
FBI criminal records report.  The applicant 
would stipulate to the revocation of his or her 
permit, without a hearing, if the FBI report 
shows that the applicant was convicted of a 
felony.  The Department regularly obtains crime 
records reports from the Wisconsin Crime 
Information Bureau before issuing a permit.  
Effective January 1, 2000, only the new 
application form will be accepted. 
 
A committee member stated that the new form 
and procedures will not help private security 
companies with the problems they are 
experiencing finding people, paying for permits 
and preventing new permit holders from leaving 
their employ before getting a return on the 
money spent for a permit. 
 
The Department will invite a representative 
from the Crime Information Bureau (CIB) to the 
next meeting to discuss CIB records checks, 
reports from the National Crime Information 
Center and other issues relating to records 
checks.  The committee also noted that the 
public has access to criminal cases on the 
Internet.  The site is located at 
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess/. 
 
Administrator Clete Hansen reported that the 
Firearms Advisory Committee met on 
October 8, 1999.  It has been a long time since 
their last meeting and some significant issues 
were discussed.  For example the Department of 
Justice, Training and Standards Bureau will no 
longer approve persons as firearms instructors 
who do not instruct police officers. 
 
Some committee members expressed concern 
about unlicensed people practicing as private 
security persons, especially in the Milwaukee 
area.  Committee members requested that the 
Department crack down on unlicensed practice.  
Committee members suggested that a form letter 
be sent to every agency, expressing concern 

about unlicensed practice violations and 
requesting a list of the private security people 
employed by each agency. 
 
The committee expressed concern that the 
current application requirements permit a person 
to set himself or herself up in business without 
demonstrating knowledge or experience.  
Sometimes these procedures are utilized by 
persons whose application has been denied.  
They simply find a spouse or a friend to serve as 
a front and to fill out the application, so that the 
owner with a licensing problem can continue in 
business as usual after the disciplinary action or 
denial of renewal. 
 
The committee unanimously passed a motion 
that the committee recommends that the 
Department include in any bill that it is working 
on, relating to private security persons, language 
which clarifies the statutory phrase “directly or 
indirectly employed,” as that term is used in s. 
440.26.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Some committee members pointed out that the 
American Society of Industrial Security has 
education and training which leads to a Certified 
Protection Professional.  Fox Valley Technical 
College offers a security management 
certificate. 
 
The committee agreed that the primary topic of 
discussion at the next meeting on November 11, 
1999, will be the education and training of 
private security personnel. 
 
Reminders 
 
1. A person may not practice as a private 

security person until he or she has a permit.  
The Department advises employers to 
always insist on seeing the actual private 
security permit of a potential employee 
before putting the person on duty. 

2. The Department must be notified when a 
private security person leaves the 
employment of a private detective agency or 
becomes employed by a different private 
detective agency. 

3. People who hold a permit as a private 
security  person  may  only  carry  a   
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firearm while on duty, if they receive a 
firearms permit from the Department. 

4. Private security personnel may not carry a 
concealed weapon unless they are a police 
officer or similarly-qualified person. 

5. Ushers not holding a private security permit 
may not have “security” on their uniform. 

6. Private security personnel must wear a 
uniform while on duty, except that a private 
detective may provide private security in 
plain clothes. 

7. Private security personnel must wear an ID 
or name tag that’s clearly visible to the 
public. 

 
Disciplinary Actions 
 
JACK F. JANUSZ MILWAUKEE WI 
SUSPEND 1 MONTH 
Falsely represented himself as sole proprietor of an 
unregistered private detective agency.  Suspend one 
month, effective 9/3/99.  Sec. 440.26(1)(a)1., Stats.  Case 
#LS9908242RSG 
 
ROY A. TILLERY OSKOSH WI 
REPRIMAND/COSTS 
Responded "no" to a question on an application for a 
private security person that he had never been convicted, 
or there had never been criminal charges pending against 
him.  Subsequent to the issuance of the permit, the 
department received a report from the FBI which revealed 
that he had a history of criminal convictions.  Effective 
6/15/99.  Case #LS9906152RSG 
 
WILLIAM R. TOMASZEWSKI FRANKLIN WI 
SURRENDER 
On his application he indicated he had not been convicted 
of a  misdemeanor or a felony.  Subsequent to the 
issuance of a security   guard permit the FBI revealed that 
he had at least one felony  conviction.  He was convicted 
of burglary in the second degree.  Effective 4/33/99.  Sec. 
440.26(6), Stats.  Case #LS9904231RSG 
 
MICHAEL J. MURPHY DEFOREST WI 
SURRENDER 
Subsequent to the issuance of a security guard permit the 
department  received a report from the FBI which 
revealed that he had past  criminal convictions, including 
at least one felony.  Effective  4/14/99.  Sec. 440.26(6), 
Stats.  Case #LS9904141RSG 
 
RICHARD R. RYAN OSHKOSH WI 
REPRIMAND/COSTS 
Provided information regarding one felony conviction in 
his  application for a private security permit.  Subsequent 
to the  issuance of the permit the department was notified 
that he had been  found guilty of two felonies.  Convicted 
of sexual assault first  degree in June of 1983 and felony 
traffic in May of 1984.  Effective  6/24/99.  Sec. 

440.26(6), Stats.  Case #LS9906247RSG 
 
EDWARD L. EARLEY MILWAUKEE WI 
SURRENDER 
Subsequent to the issuance of a private security permit the  
department received a report from the FBI which revealed 
that he had  a history of criminal convictions, including at 
least one felony  conviction.  In 1992 he was convicted of 
aggravated criminal sexual  assault.  Effective 4/9/99.  
Sec. 440.26(6), Stats.  Case  #LS9904091RSG 
 
WILLIAM P. POPE MILWAUKEE WI 
SURRENDER 
Subsequent to the issuance of a private security permit, 
the  department received a report from the FBI revealing 
that he had an  extensive history of criminal convictions 
in Michigan and Texas,  including at least one felony 
conviction in 1989.  Effective  8/25/99.  Sec. 440.26(6), 
Stats.  Case #LS9908253RSG 
 
BRADLEY M. SCHWAGERL LA CROSSE WI 
REVOKED 
Failed to timely comply with the terms of the limitations 
on his security permit.  Effective 6/8/99. 
 
DENNIS W. KEES LADYSMITH WI 
REVOKED 
Failed to timely comply with the terms of the limitations 
on his security permit.  Effective 6/8/99. 
 
EUGENIA A. MAXEY MILWAUKEE WI 
REVOKED 
Failed to timely comply with the terms of the limitations 
on her security permit.  Effective 6/8/99. 
 
Decision of the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
In Peters v. Menard, Inc., 224 Wis. 2d 174, the 
Court reviewed the actions of 2 security guards 
employed by Menard’s who chased a person 
suspected of stealing an electric drill.  The 
employees chased the person across the parking 
lot and to the edge of the La Crosse River.  The 
chase ended when the suspect dove into the 
swollen river and was swept into the river’s 
middle and drowned.  The Court concluded that 
the statutes provide immunity to a merchant or its 
agents for action taken while attempting to detain 
a person, including pursuit, as long as the statutes’ 
reasonableness requirements are met: 1) there 
must be reasonable cause to believe that the 
person violated s. 943.50 (shoplifting law); 2) the 
manner of detention and actions taken in an 
attempt to detain must be reasonable; and 3) 
detention and actions taken in the attempt to 
detain must continue for only a reasonable length 
of time. 
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Telephone Directory 
The Division of Business Licensure & Regulation 
has a menu telephone system which is designed to 
more efficiently direct the caller to the appropriate 
section. The telephone number for staff is:  

(608) 266-5511 

After dialing this number you are asked to 
press various extensions.  For the following requests, 
please press numbers as noted: 

Application Forms Press 11 
Complaints Against Licensees Press 12 
Whether A Person is Licensed Press 442 
Application Processing & Press 43 
    Requirements  
Changes of Employment Press 43 

 
Visit the Department’s Web Site 
http://badger.state.wi.us/agencies/drl/ 
Send comments to dorl@drl.state.wi.us 

Copies of Regulatory Digest on the Web 
See the Web site listed above for past issues of the 
Regulatory Digest. 

Wisconsin Statutes and Code 
Copies of the Wisconsin Statutes and Administrative 
Rules Relating to the Practice of Private Detectives 
and Private Security Personnel can be ordered from 
the Department.  Include your name, address, county 
and a check payable to the Department of Regulation 
and Licensing in the amount of $5.28.  The latest 
edition is dated April, 1998. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Change of Name or Address? 
Please photocopy the mailing label of this digest, 
make changes in name or address, and return it to 
the Department.  Confirmation of changes are not 
automatically provided. 

WIS. STATS. S. 440.11 ALLOWS FOR A $50 
PENALTY TO BE IMPOSED WHEN CHANGES 
ARE NOT REPORTED WITHIN 30 DAYS. 

Subscription Service 
Bi-annual digest subscriptions are published for all 
Boards housed within the Department at a cost of 
$2.11 each per year.  CREDENTIAL HOLDERS 
RECEIVE THEIR REGULATORY DIGEST FREE 
OF CHARGE.  Others may send the fee and this 
form to the address listed above. 

Subscription Service Order Form 
 
Name 
 
Company/Organization 
 
Street Address/P.O. Box 
 
City/State/Zip + 4 
 
County 
 
Digest(s) desired: 
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